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SEC. 4. NATIONAL MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND 
DEMONSTRATION CENTERS. 

Section 634 of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17213) is 
amended by striking subsection (b) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—A Center (in coordination 
with the Department and National Labora-
tories) shall— 

‘‘(1) advance research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial application of 
marine and hydrokinetic renewable energy 
technologies; 

‘‘(2) support in-water testing and dem-
onstration of marine and hydrokinetic re-
newable energy technologies, including fa-
cilities capable of testing— 

‘‘(A) marine and hydrokinetic renewable 
energy systems of various technology readi-
ness levels and scales; 

‘‘(B) a variety of technologies in multiple 
test berths at a single location; and 

‘‘(C) arrays of technology devices; and 
‘‘(3) serve as information clearinghouses 

for the marine and hydrokinetic renewable 
energy industry by collecting and dissemi-
nating information on best practices in all 
areas relating to developing and managing 
marine and hydrokinetic renewable energy 
resources and energy systems.’’. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 636 of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17215) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2008 through 2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2016 through 2019’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 144—SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND 
GOALS OF 2015 NATIONAL CRIME 
VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK, WHICH 
INCLUDE INCREASING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF THE RIGHTS, 
NEEDS, AND CONCERNS OF, AND 
SERVICES AVAILABLE TO AS-
SIST, VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS 
OF CRIME IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. VITTER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 144 

Whereas in 2013, there were more than 
6,000,000 victims and survivors of violent 
crime and nearly 17,000,000 victims and sur-
vivors of property crime in the United 
States; 

Whereas a just society acknowledges the 
impact of crime on individuals, families, 
schools, and communities by protecting the 
rights of crime victims and survivors and en-
suring that resources and services are avail-
able to help rebuild the lives of the victims 
and survivors; 

Whereas despite impressive accomplish-
ments between 1974 and 2015 in increasing 
the rights of, and services available to, crime 
victims and survivors, and the families of 
the victims and survivors, many challenges 
remain to ensure that all crime victims and 
survivors, and the families of the victims 
and survivors, are— 

(1) treated with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect; 

(2) offered support and services regardless 
of whether the victims and survivors report 
crimes committed against them; and 

(3) recognized as key participants within 
the criminal, juvenile, Federal, tribal, and 

civil justice systems in the United States 
when the victims and survivors report 
crimes; 

Whereas crime victims and survivors in the 
United States, and the families of the vic-
tims and survivors, need and deserve support 
and assistance to help cope with the often 
devastating consequences of crime; 

Whereas during each year between 1984 and 
2014, communities across the United States 
have joined Congress and the Department of 
Justice in commemorating National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week to celebrate a shared 
vision of a comprehensive and collaborative 
response that identifies and addresses the 
many needs of crime victims and survivors, 
and the families of the victims and sur-
vivors; 

Whereas Congress and the President agree 
on the need for a renewed commitment to 
serving all victims and survivors of crime in 
the 21st century; 

Whereas the theme of 2015 National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, celebrated during the 
week of April 19 through April 25, 2015, is 
‘‘Engaging Communities. Empowering Vic-
tims.’’ and highlights the many challenges 
that confront crime victim assistance, jus-
tice, and public safety; 

Whereas engaging communities in victim 
assistance is essential to promoting indi-
vidual and public safety; 

Whereas the United States must empower 
crime victims and survivors by protecting 
their legal rights and by providing them 
with quality, comprehensive services to help 
them in the aftermath of crime; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
recognize and appreciate the continued im-
portance of— 

(1) promoting the rights of, and services 
for, crime victims and survivors; and 

(2) honoring crime victims and survivors 
and individuals who provide services for the 
victims and survivors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the mission and goals of 2015 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, which 
include increasing individual and public 
awareness of— 

(A) the impact of crime on victims and sur-
vivors, and the families of the victims and 
survivors; 

(B) the challenges to achieving justice for 
victims and survivors of crime, and the fami-
lies of the victims and survivors; and 

(C) the many solutions to meet such chal-
lenges; and 

(2) recognizes that crime victims and sur-
vivors, and the families of the victims and 
survivors, should be treated with dignity, 
fairness, and respect. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 145—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
APRIL 2015, AS ‘‘PARKINSON’S 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr. 
ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 145 

Whereas Parkinson’s disease is a chronic, 
progressive neurological disease and is the 
second most common neurodegenerative dis-
ease in the United States; 

Whereas there is inadequate data on the 
incidence and prevalence of Parkinson’s dis-
ease, but the disease affects an estimated 
500,000 to 1,500,000 individuals in the United 
States; 

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Parkinson’s 
disease is the 14th leading cause of death in 
the United States; 

Whereas every day Parkinson’s disease 
greatly impacts millions of individuals in 
the United States who are caregivers, family 
members, and friends of individuals with 
Parkinson’s disease; 

Whereas the economic burden of Parkin-
son’s disease is an estimated $14,400,000,000 
each year, including indirect costs to pa-
tients and family members of $6,300,000,000 
each year; 

Whereas although research suggests that 
the cause of Parkinson’s disease is a com-
bination of genetic and environmental fac-
tors, the exact cause and exact progression 
of the disease remain unknown; 

Whereas an objective test or biomarker for 
diagnosing Parkinson’s disease does not 
exist; 

Whereas a cure or drug to slow or halt the 
progression of Parkinson’s disease does not 
exist; 

Whereas the symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease vary from person to person and include 
tremors, slowness of movement, rigidity, dif-
ficulty with balance, swallowing, chewing, 
and speaking, cognitive impairment, demen-
tia, mood disorders, and a variety of other 
non-motor symptoms; 

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals with Parkinson’s disease and the fami-
lies of those individuals; and 

Whereas developing more effective treat-
ments for Parkinson’s disease and providing 
access to quality care to individuals with 
Parkinson’s disease requires increased re-
search, education, and community support 
services: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2015, as ‘‘Parkinson’s 

Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Par-

kinson’s Awareness Month’’; 
(3) continues to support research to de-

velop more effective treatments for Parkin-
son’s disease and to ultimately find a cure 
for the disease; 

(4) recognizes the individuals with Parkin-
son’s disease who participate in vital clinical 
trials to advance the knowledge of the dis-
ease; and 

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions 
of individuals in the United States working 
to improve the quality of life for individuals 
with Parkinson’s disease and the families of 
those individuals. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 146—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF 
APRIL 13 THROUGH APRIL 17, 
2015, AS ‘‘NATIONAL ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPALS WEEK’’ 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. PERDUE, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 146 

Whereas the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals (NASSP), the Na-
tional Association of Elementary School 
Principals (NAESP), and the American Fed-
eration of School Administrators (AFSA) 
have designated the week of April 13 through 
April 17, 2015, as ‘‘National Assistant Prin-
cipals Week’’; 

Whereas an assistant principal, as a mem-
ber of the school administration, interacts 
with many sectors of the school community, 
including support staff, instructional staff, 
students, and parents; 
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Whereas assistant principals are respon-

sible for establishing a positive learning en-
vironment and building strong relationships 
between school and community; 

Whereas assistant principals play a pivotal 
role in the instructional leadership of their 
schools by supervising student instruction, 
mentoring teachers, recognizing the achieve-
ments of staff, encouraging collaboration 
among staff, ensuring the implementation of 
best practices, monitoring student achieve-
ment and progress, facilitating and modeling 
data-driven decision-making to inform in-
struction, and guiding the direction of tar-
geted intervention and school improvement; 

Whereas the day-to-day logistical oper-
ations of schools require assistant principals 
to monitor and address facility needs, at-
tendance, transportation issues, and sched-
uling challenges, as well as supervise extra- 
and co-curricular events; 

Whereas assistant principals are entrusted 
with maintaining an inviting, safe, and or-
derly school environment that supports the 
growth and achievement of each and every 
student by nurturing positive peer relation-
ships, recognizing student achievement, me-
diating conflicts, analyzing behavior pat-
terns, providing interventions, and, when 
necessary, taking disciplinary actions; 

Whereas since its establishment in 2004, 
the NASSP National Assistant Principal of 
the Year Program recognizes outstanding 
middle and high school assistant principals 
who demonstrate success in leadership, cur-
riculum, and personalization; and 

Whereas the week of April 13 through April 
17, 2015, is an appropriate week to designate 
as National Assistant Principals Week: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of April 13 

through April 17, 2015, as ‘‘National Assist-
ant Principals Week’’; 

(2) honors the contributions of assistant 
principals to the success of students in the 
United States; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Assistant Prin-
cipals Week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities that promote awareness of the role 
played by assistant principals in school lead-
ership and ensuring that every child has ac-
cess to a high-quality education. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 147—DESIG-
NATING DONALD A. RITCHIE AS 
HISTORIAN EMERITUS OF THE 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 

Mr. REID) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 147 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie will retire from 
the United States Senate after serving with 
distinction, first as Associate Historian from 
1976 to 2009, and then as Senate Historian 
from 2009 to 2015; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has dedicated 
his Senate service to preserving, protecting, 
and promoting the history of the Senate and 
its members; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has produced or 
guided production of numerous publications 
detailing the rich institutional history of the 
Senate; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has been in-
strumental in preserving, organizing, and 
making available to scholars the vast archi-
val holdings of the Senate and its members; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has assisted in 
the Senate’s commemoration of events of 
historical significance and in the develop-
ment of exhibitions and educational pro-

grams on the history of the Senate and the 
Capitol; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has guided the 
Senate’s comprehensive Oral History Project 
to capture and preserve the institutional 
memory of Senators, Senate officers, and 
Senate staff; 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has upheld the 
high standards and traditions of the Senate, 
and has performed his duties in a profes-
sional and nonpartisan manner; and 

Whereas Donald A. Ritchie has earned the 
respect and esteem of the United States Sen-
ate; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That, effective June 1, 2015, as a 
token of the appreciation of the Senate for 
his long and faithful service, Donald A. 
Ritchie is hereby designated as Historian 
Emeritus of the United States Senate. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1129. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. WYDEN) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 971, to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to provide for an increase in the limit on the 
length of an agreement under the Medicare 
independence at home medical practice dem-
onstration program. 

SA 1130. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 1191, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency serv-
ices volunteers are not taken into account as 
employees under the shared responsibility 
requirements contained in the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1131. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 1129. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. 

WYDEN) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 971, to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for an 
increase in the limit on the length of 
an agreement under the Medicare inde-
pendence at home medical practice 
demonstration program; as follows: 

On page 2, line 5, insert ‘‘of the Social Se-
curity Act’’ after ‘‘1866E(e)(1)’’. 

SA 1130. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 1191, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure 
that emergency services volunteers are 
not taken into account as employees 
under the shared responsibility re-
quirements contained in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 32, between lines 7 and 8, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(7) LIMITATION ON ACTIONS BASED ON DE-
TENTION OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the 
President may not waive, suspend, reduce, 
provide relief from, or otherwise limit the 
application of statutory sanctions with re-
spect to Iran under any provision of law or 
refrain from applying any such sanctions 
pursuant to an agreement described in sub-
section (a) until the Government of Iran re-
leases to the United States the following 
United States citizens: 

‘‘(A) Saeed Abedini of Idaho, who has been 
detained in Iran on charges related to his re-
ligious beliefs since September 2012. 

‘‘(B) Amir Hekmati of Michigan, who has 
been imprisoned in Iran on false espionage 
charges since August 2011. 

‘‘(C) Jason Rezaian of California, who, as 
an Iranian government credentialed reporter 
for the Washington Post, has been unjustly 
held in Iran on vague charges since July 2014. 

‘‘(D) Robert Levinson of Florida, who was 
abducted on Kish Island in March 2007. 

SA 1131. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 1191, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure 
that emergency services volunteers are 
not taken into account as employees 
under the shared responsibility re-
quirements contained in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 32, between lines 7 and 8, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(7) LIMITATION ON ACTIONS BASED ON DE-
TENTION OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the 
President may not waive, suspend, reduce, 
provide relief from, or otherwise limit the 
application of statutory sanctions with re-
spect to Iran under any provision of law or 
refrain from applying any such sanctions 
pursuant to an agreement described in sub-
section (a) until the Government of Iran re-
leases to the United States the following 
United States citizens: 

‘‘(A) Saeed Abedini of Idaho, who has been 
detained in Iran on charges related to his re-
ligious beliefs since September 2012. 

‘‘(B) Amir Hekmati of Michigan, who has 
been imprisoned in Iran on false espionage 
charges since August 2011. 

‘‘(C) Jason Rezaian of California, who, as 
an Iranian government credentialed reporter 
for the Washington Post, has been unjustly 
held in Iran on vague charges since July 2014. 

‘‘(D) Robert Levinson of Florida, who was 
abducted on Kish Island in March 2007. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on April 22, 
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR–253 of the 
Russell Senate Office Building to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Weathering 
the Storm: How Can We Better Com-
municate Weather to Enhance Com-
merce and Safety?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on April 22, 2015, at 10 a.m., 
in room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
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